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This Week 


The success of Brigadoon at the City 


Center ( see Page 2 for reviews) has prompt- 


ed the moving of the revival intact to the 
Adelphi Theatre for a four week run starting 
April 9. During the City Center and Adelphi 
run all author royalities will go to the City 
Center, while the cast will receive only a 
modest increase, The City Center product- 
ion of Misalliance several years ago also 
moved to another theatre after rave notices, 


Plays 


The Joker which was due to open in 
NYC April 4 folded in Washington.... The 
Potting Shed may move to another West 
45th St house after May 2... Musical ver- 
sion of Dodsworth planned by Jule Styne 
dropped... Playwrights Company planning 
to present 7 shows next season including 
Time Remembered, the Christopher Fry 
adaption of Anouilh's play... Majestic Thea- 
tre, currently housing Happy Hunting, cele- 
brated its 30th birthday, having opened in 
1927 with a Charlotte Greenwood revue en- 
titled Rufus LeMaire's Affairs, 


Players 


Crahan Denton, Orpheus Descending, 
broke his leg in onstage fall in final scene 
of Williams' play April 2, Warren Kemmer- 
ling will sub... Ronald Radd replaced Leo- 
pold Radia, Hotel Paradiso... Robert Weede, 
Most Happy Fella, returned after one week 
Italian vacation... Ezio Pinza announced 
that he would like to return to stage in dram- 
atic role... Jan Kiepura, Marta Eggerth, 
Melville Cooper, Helena Scott featured in 
City Center Merry Widow,..Gene Lockhart 
died at age 66 of heart attack, 


Calendar 


Electra-Theatre Marquee -110 E 59 
4/5. Third in Trojan Trilogy repertory... 
House of Breath- Circle in Sq. 4/8. Dram- 
atization of Wm. Goyen novel staged by 
Michael Murray, presented Mon eves & 
Sat & Sun matinees only... Brigadoon- 
Adelphi 4/9, City Center production 
moves for 4 week run...Salvage-Actors 
Playhouse- 4/9 Joseph Cavellero pre- 
sents new play by John Seven and Clif- 
ford Kraus, Ray Marsh director ...Ap- 
pollo of Bellac-Carn. Play. 4/9, Leo 
Shull presents two Giraudoux plays with 
Martyn Greene, Pippa Scott. 


Summer Playhouses 


St. John Terrell, Lambertville, NJ, 
Music Circus, will file suit in NY Supreme. 
Court to revoke approval of Central Park 
summer musical project of Michael Grace 
and Chris Anderson which Parks Comm- 
issioner Moses approved. Terrell asks 
for a public disclosure of the method used 
in awarding the permit. 


Touring ice show of summer music 
tents planned by Robert Rapport... Hume 
Cronyn and Jessica Tandy will tour sum- 
mer circuit in tryout of The Manin the 
Dog Suit by Bill Wright and Al Belch. 


Shakespeare Festivals 


Katharine Hepburn will appear in 
Merchant of Venice and Much Ado 
About Nothing at Stratford, Con.., 

Four musicals will be presented at Ohio 
Shakespeare Under Stars festival at Yel- 
low Springs in addition to the four plays 
of Bard, Both series will also be pre- 
sented in Toledo. 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Brigadoon-City Center3/27. 7 pro votes greeted NYC Light Opera Company revival of 
Lerner-Loewe musical featuring Helen Gallagher, Robert Rounseville, David Atkinson, All 
departments involved shared in the credits including director George H Englund, musical 
director Julius Rudel and dance director James Jamieson who restaged the original Agnes 
de Mille numbers, Several urged that limited run be extended, Show moves intact to Adelphi 
April 9 for 4 week run. As enchanting as it was originally, summed up Atkinson, Times, For 
taste, imagination and style authors have no present competitors, he concluded. With slight 
reservations on the dancing, Kerr, Herald Tribune found show continues to thrive on its 
easygoing, unfrenzied, quiet charm, Chapman, News, also thought current production was at 
least as good as original, Delightful, melodic fantasy with inspired singers, dancers and 
orchestra, notes Quinn, Mirror. A rousing revival with brilliant cast, and the price is right, 
comments McClain, Journal American, Donnelley, World Telegram & Sun, thought major 
contribution was de Mille designed dances, He thought several of cast not ideally suited for 
romantic roles, but they all sing nicely. Original sets and costumes also applauded by all. 


Hide and Seek-Barrymore 4/2. 7 con notices filed against new play by Stanley Mann 
and Roger MacDougall, presented by Finklehoffe-Marvin-Katzka, Though both Times and 
World Telegram & Sun appraisers thought final act had points of interesting melodrama 
critics agreed that dull script was to blame. Watts, Post, credited authors with a worth- 
while idea, while Mc Clain, Journal American, thought major premise was silly. Cast headed 
by Geraldine Fitzgerald, Basil Rathbone and Barry Morse were generally excused from the 
panning aimed at script. A sewing circle notion of scientists in which the direction by Reg- 
inald Denham does nothing to rescue the play from dullness, attacks Atkinson, Times, Con- 
cerned with the lose of a radio-active egg, Kerr, Herald Tribune, notes that the play is first 
show in history to lay a radioactive egg. A small island of action surrounded by an ocean of 
words, adds Coleman, Mirror, Pure case of nuclear physics disintergrating drama, notes 
Chapman, News, Though others excused actors from blame, Donnelley, WT&S, noticed it was 
in the tradition of the mad scientist films, A good dramatic topic turned into a bore, sighed 
Watts, Post, 


A Land Beyond the River-Greenwich Mews 3/28, 3 pro votes from Times, Post, Wo- 
men's Wear, filed for Loften Mitchell's play about desegregation, Play based in part on the 
case of Rev Delaine, who fought the Clarendon County, South Carolina , school case through 
the courts, Though Atkinson, Times, thought script is often awkward in construction and un- 
tidy, thanks to the vigorous characterizations it is human and likeable, Despite seriousness 
of its theme, it flares into comedy repeatedly. Entertaining and enlightening okayed Herridge, 
Post, Play has clarity, force and even charm and is well acted by the large cast. A moving and 
disturbing play with brilliant wit, agrees R,C, Women Wear, RobertGraham Brown in the 
leading role was applauded by all three reviewers as was direction by Michael Howard and 
set by John Raymond Friemann, 


Side-Show-An Evening of Lyric Theatre-Phoenix 4/1, 2 pros-Mirror and World Tele- 
gram & Sun- and 3 cons- Times, Herald Tribune, Post- recorded on one night stand of After 
Dinner Opera Company as part of Phoenix "Side-Show" program, Trio of singers-Jeanne 
Beauvais, Norman Myrvik and Francis Barnard also drew split notices on four short operas 
presented, Mirror reviewer enjoyed Offenbach's 66 the best,as did World Telegram & Sun 
man, Latter did not enjoy final item Apollo and Persephone by Gerald Cocksbott, The three 
music critics who covered event panned it as poorly presented, poorly sung and sloppily pro- 
duced, Though Parmenter, Times, admitted audience enjoyed evening, he panned voices as 
not distinguished enough to lift the event into the realm of art, 


London Theatre For Stage Struck Only 


* This weekly NYC newsletter 
digests--Complete theatre 
news( page 1), reviews of all 


openings ( page 2), comments 
by critics ( page 6.) 
Na 
New musical Free As Air to open “ep * Plus NYC critics suggest- 
pre-London tour Apr il 8 in Leeds, Cast ions on theatre books, records, 
includes Gillian Lewis, Patricia Bredin. (page 7.) 
Music by Julian Slade, lyrics by Dorothy 
Reynolds... Diverse notices received by * Plus Off Broadway and Full 


Summer Theatre coverage 


Damn Yankees production, But show set 
(page 7). London (page 3.) 


for long run at Coliseum... House of 
Commons members have requested 


Treasury to cut the 20% entertainment * Plus complete business & 


tax. critical data on all current 
shows( page 4 & 5.) 
Players 
*l0th year. Includes free re- 
Patricia Moore has joined The Boy search service for subscribers, 
Friend...Diane Cliento returned to $25 per year subscription 
Zuleika after collapse, Hermione Harvey with free yearly spring binder. 
subbed... Esmond Knight, Brian Heskins, 
Diana Churchill added to The Country Special Bulletin Board Edition 
Wife, 
*Little Theatre Groups 
Club Theatre *Drama Departments 


*Libraries 
*Business Offices 
* Newspapers 


Laurence Olivier and Dorothy Tut- 
in to appear in John Osberne's The En 
tertainer April 10 to be presented for 
a limited run by English stage Company 
at Royal Court,..A View From Bridge 


* Consists of specially print- 
ed edition--four double pages 


to close at Comedy April 20, printed on one side only for 

posting on C.D, bulletin board 
London Theatre TV for all members to keep fully 
informed, 


The Second Man by S,N, Behrman 


presented on BBC-TV with Kendall Frayne \ * Plus free 20" by 30" bulletin 
and Clark Storey...Scene from new Lon- Ya) board to post weekly edition. 
don play Olive Ogilvie with Yolande Don- } Plus regular edition of C, D, 
lan to be presented on BBC-TV several ep (with yearly spring binder.) 
days after debut. Play is written and 
directed by Henry Denker. * Available to above groups 
when request for special edit- 
London Calendar ion accompanies subscription 


$25 per year complete, 


The Entertainer - Royal Court-4/10 
... Titns Andronicus-Old Vic- 4/23... CRITICAL DIGEST---139 E 47,NYC, 


Tea and Sympathy-Comedy 4/25 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


SUMMER VOX POP... Five approvals for the proposed NYC Central Park summer musicals 


recorded by Post Inquiring Photographer Gaston, A boon to people who can't afford 
high Broadway prices answered a housewife, Worth a try, though not as comfortable 
as a Broadway house, adds a saleslady, Enable more to see the hits at low prices, 
agrees a businessman, A Fort Wayne visitor surprised NYC hadn't tried plan years 
ago. Actor Tom Ewell, Tunnel of Love, told Post cameraman that he thinks it is a 
fine idea in NY's gardon spot, 


COLUMN TIPS... Director of an Off-Broadway theatre fired leading lady for reporting late 


to rehearsal day after opening, whispers Winchell. .. Three Broadway reporters work- 
ing on Eugene O'Neill biographies, reports Walker... Billie Burke receives $550 per 
week royalty from Ziegfeld Follies, notes Wilson... Theatrical transfer agency lost 
half its drivers in Broadway's biggest ''mickey" states Farrell. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Producers Leonard Sillman and Ron Rawson argue in Times notes 


that revue form is far from dead with at least six revues planned for next season... 

A "CD" subscriber wonders what theatres McHarry, News, had in mind when praising 
NYC ushers as the most polite people in town, Reader can name a few houses where 

this doesn't readily apply. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...ANTA was urged to bring budding playwrights to the fore by hav- 


ing Sunday afternoon and evening tryouts of new scripts by Gray, Post... Greatest 
guarantee to success in theatre is still the most difficult to find--a good play, comments 
McClain, Journal American... Not in several seasons have there been so many quick 
and deserved failures in NYC theatre, adds up Chapman, News, 


ORPHEUS SECOND GUESSES...Comparing Orpheus Descending with the printed text of 


Battle of Angels , Donnelley, World-Telegram & Sun, belives Williams introduced too 
many new ideas into the story without allowing himself sufficient room to develop them, 
...Play in some way marks a certain interesting progress in the author's work, be- 
lieves, Watts, Post, There are scenes in this work in which the lyricism achieves 
almost a gentle sweetness, a mood which he handles movingly and to fine effect... The 
brilliance of Williams' earlier work lives precisely in its admission of complexity, 
states Kerr, Herald Tribune, Critic urges author to question the drift of his creative 
commitments, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... The cat in Visit to a Small Planet is wonderful to work with, 
Cyril Ritchard told Donnelley’ WT&S,..Saadi, the cat in question, eats $4.50 worth 

of bacon on-stage weekly, its owner Janet Mack told Fields, Mirror. She also inform- 
ed reporter that she will demand a higher salary for the cat... ASPCA checked and 


found cat not hurt during play, it just likes to shriek, informs Kilgallen, Journal Am- 
erican, 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


Equity Library project production of 
Annie Get Your Gun, which recently play- 
ed at Bronx and Queens high-schools, will 
play for 2 weeks at Stamford, Conn, Play- 
house, through April 13, Cast headed by 
Jessie Elliott and James Nichols, . 


Electra ,third in Trojan Trilogy rep- 
pertory at Theatre Marquee, 110 E 59, has 
postponed debut to April 5 due to collapse 
of Wayne Richardson, director, from ex- 
haustion, After opening of Electra, the 
three plays in Trilogy will be given in 
repertory. 


Take A Giant Step to present 5 30 
PM and 9 15 PM Saturday performances, 
Louis Gossett role will be performed at 
Sunday matinees only by Josh White, Jr... 
Duchess of Malfi closed April 7, one week 
earlier than scheduled... Simply Heaven 
a new play by Langston Hughes will be 
presented at an off-Broadway house in 
May with an all-Negro cast, Stella Holt, 
Greenwich Mews business manager, will 
produce, 


"Midnight Off Broadway" to be pre- 
sented Friday, April 5 by Off Broadway 
Association at 11 PM at Belmont-Plaza 
Hotel, Lex & 49th St. Admission $1, 75, 
public invited... Variety counts 31 houses 
available for off-Broadway attractions, 
14 of them new within the past few years, 
... ANTA will present a special matinee 
reading by Dame Sybil Thorndike and 
Sir Lewis Casson April 16 at Theatre 
De Lys, Tickets PL 7-4133, 


Diana Herbert joined Wayside... 
Ken Boyer added to Oscar Wilde... 
Leo Penn replaced Bill Hindman, Ice- 
Man Cometh... Sidney Walker replac- 
ed Arthur Malet, Volpone... Katharine 
Sergave returned to Three Penny 
Opera, replacing Dolly Haas, 


THEATRE 


BOCK 


COMMENTS 


"Emlyn Williams" by Richard fF indlater 
(Macmillan $3) was okayed as worthwhile 
study by Rodo, Variety. Book originally 
printed in England as part of Theatre World 
Monograph series is copiously illustrated 
... Another in series, "Margaret Rutherford" 
by Eric Keown" also approved as offering 
good material on actress. 


TV 
THEATRE 


COMMENTS 


The Great Sebastians presented on 
NBC Producers Showcase with the Lunts 
making their TV debuts drew diverse not- 
ices from the TV reviewers. Gould, Times, 
feared the edited version was a painful 
embarassment, staggering from contrived 
situation to situation. Bergman, News, raved 
at pyro-technics of stars and first rate cast. 


Charley's Aunt on CBS Playhouse 90 
with Art Carney drew pleasant notices, 
Shanley, Times, thought actor gave the tired 
script new and wonderful dimensions, Gross, 
News, agreed though he found comedy as 
funny as ever. 


THEATRE 


OUT OF 


TOWN 


Hatful of Rain in Baltimore.,, Damn 
Yankees in Boston,..No Time for Sergeants 
and Matchmaker in Chicago..,My Fair Lady 
in Detroit... Fanny in Indianapolis... Cat on 
Hot Tin Roof in Los Angeles... The Apple 
Cart in Pittsburgh. 


| 
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" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


Brigadoon revival deserves the ex- 
tended run it will receive when it moves 
to the Adelphi. Fine cast of attractive 
and talented singers and dancers bring 
the perfect degree of charm to the near 
classic modern tale, Costumes, scenery 
and lighting from original do much to 
enhance the huge production, Special vote 
of thanks and wonder to all concerned who 
mounted such a professional and enjoyable 
show in such a short time. 


Hide and Seek is what happens, 
when a morality play becomes over-sim- 
plified, The problem of the battle for the 
soul of the world's scientists becomes 
downright silly when confined to a stage 
ful of dull characters and one atomic egg. 
Fact that supposedly dramatic curtain line 
gets a laugh shows that nonesense instead 
of science is involved, 


* 


A Land Beyond the River is a human, 
moving documentary, well acted, well direct- 
ed by an almost all-Negro cast at Greenwich 
Mews, At times the script becomes cliched, 
and at times the actors become too loud, but 
over-all play contains interesting presentat- 
ion of how one group of Negroes in South 
Carolina started their battle for equal rights. 


Legal action to halt Central Park sum- 
mer musicals will probably be effective in 
ending plans for this summer and many sum- 
mers to come, While St. John Terrell is cer- 
tainly within his rights to demand full data, 
one could wish that a battle to set up sucha 
project could engender as much steam as a 
battle to tear down such a scheme, 


Equity Library's pioneer expansion 
in sending Annie Get Your Gun company to 
Stamford, Conn, Playhouse for two week 
run could be the answer to high priced, 
summer musical packages. Stars and cur- 
rent musical properties have priced many 
a summer theatre operator out of business, 
But a low-budget musical packaged by 
Equity Library, presented at regular Equity 
rates, might allow many of the smaller 
summer houses to compete with the huge 
music tents, 


Success of Brigadoon revival at 
City Center shows once again that a 
good production is recognized and support- 
ed even though stars are not involved in 
the cast. The talented featured perform- 
ers in the lead can not be billed as stars, 
But they, together with the entire product- 
ion, do a near periect job in presenting 
the delightful revival. Stars in cast could 
only increase the price of tickets, not the 
quality of production, It is certainly good 
news to composers and authors that their 
wares can sell with a competent company, 
and that their script is not dependent on 
the whims and prices of stars. 


There was a doctor in the house the 
night Crahan Denton broke his leg on-stage 
in Act III of Orpheus Descending. The 
doctor, who was enjoying the production, 
answered the call and ordered the actor to 
the hospital. This is fine and in the true 
tradition of the theatre. But it would seem 
saier for Equity members to have a Doctor 
backstage. Suppose there wasn't a doctor 
in the house? 


